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Immediately after reading Eve is created from Adam, we learn that man shall leave his father and mother and cling, Dovok, to his wife. We would have brought to this portion, Chapter 2, verses 18-25, the rabbinical explanation that Adam was a hermaphrodite, androgynous. By splitting Adam in half, G‑d created Eve, establishing that in reality man and wife are one flesh. Hence, man needs woman and woman needs man that each shall complete himself.

Still, the transition from relating Adam’s ‑ Man’s ‑ need for a companion ‑ to admonishing Man should leave his father and mother and cling ‑ Dovok ‑ to his wife is sudden, abrupt. Neither Adam nor Eve had a father or mother, yet we use this expression, Dovok. We are commanded to leave honor and revere our parents; we fear the consequences for not doing so. In most instances, the rabbis explain, the word fear does not fear of punishment. When we speak of fearing G‑d, per Abarbanel, we should be afraid of disappointing G‑d. We should never do anything that would result in G‑d being disappointed in us; never act in a way to cause G‑d’s name to be in disrepute. The king in the Torah portion, Shoftim, was commanded to deep always Torah within him, to fear G‑d always that he would never do anything to cause G‑d to be disappointed in him, that G‑d’s name would never fall into disrepute.

Many parents used this methodology to discipline their children. Posnish ‑ that eternally parental admonition that has defied time barriers, passed from one generation to another: To do what you have done is not proper for a member of our family to do. Rabbis elaborated, enhanced, and enforced the admonishment by commanding us never to disappoint our parents in the moral sphere. We do have latitude, however, in our relationship with our parent, which at times, takes on a dichotomy of sorts. The Shulcan Aruch explains we must honor our parents, e.g., help them financially, to provide food clothing, and shelter, but absolutely never to demean them in public. Yet, our parents cannot force us to go into a profession don’t want.

Ironically, though commanded never to disappoint our parents in a moral way, commanded to fear and honor our parents, in no way are we commanded to love them. We can be comforted that Torah never asks us to do something beyond our capacity. We may well remember this to sustain us when, inevitably, we are brought into conflict with our parents. We may have heard of ‑ indeed, we may have experienced ‑ those times when trying to extricate ourselves from teenage, our parents wouldn’t let go, or as young adults, we wanted to go too fast. Regardless of the occasion, we must honor and revere them.

We are taught though, that while G‑d’s children, we are supposed to love Him. In the first paragraph of the Shema, we learn we should love G‑d with all our heart, might, and soul. In the second paragraph of the Shema, however, we are adjured to love G‑d, not with might, but with heart and soul. We have to bear in mind too, that the first paragraph of the Shema is singular and the second paragraph is plural.

Love’s meaning possesses so many shading, so many nuances, and hence, applies to many situations and relationships. Ultimately, then we can be safe in maintaining love mean communication ‑ in all levels ‑ with all relationships. Rabbis teach us to love a wife as our-self, a love that must contain honor if it is to flourish. We love our children and therefore want the best for them so we instruct them to act in an upright manner and follow a path of uprightness we know based upon experience We learn of love in reading how Yitzchak loved Rivkah. We learn of love in defining Dovok ‑ cling ‑ used when we want to love and cling to G‑d.

Many people observe all the commandments and help G‑d to make this a better world. However, these people don’t have Dovok ‑ a clinging to G‑d since to do so requires a personal, spiritual relationship. Man and woman have to cling to G‑d.

G‑d made ten chuppahs for Adam and Eve. The rabbis explain the chuppah is the most successful element to make a relationship because it signifies a common ideal and goal. A young couple under a chuppah, looking up, should see identical aspirations. The couple has to immediately recognize the act established the necessity for constant communication. The marriage is going to nee it because compatible and similar goals are going to endure the onset of conflict. One spouse will venture an individual goal, perhaps decide on a career and still take care of the children. The man will go on the road to get a better position, to make more money. The compatible and similar goal has to be the marriage the family comes first ‑ Dovok ‑ a clinging to that goal. After all, while man doesn’t have to synchronize his goal (s) with his parents, he does with his wife.

This answers the question why the first paragraph in the Shema is singular: Man alone can serve G‑d single-handedly with all his might without being concerned about his mate. The second paragraph, the plural, asserts man cannot serve G‑d with all his might, as he must take into consideration concern of his mate. Abraham taught us that our concern must be with everyone, not just with our mate. Did he not put G‑d on hold for a minute to care for three Arabs? We can glean from this incident that Abraham knew each of us has a piece of G‑d within him, and in serving G‑d together with others rather than alone, we get closer to G‑d. How applicable this is to a married couple. The Zohar reveals a married couple shares a common soul - each has half of the original soul G‑d created.

A story comes to mind to illustrate how we must always consider our spouse and communicate with our spouse. A Kollel rabbi, married with two children, would leave to study with his rabbi at 9 a.m. The wife invariably asked her husband to take out the garbage. He constantly refused and would rush to the Kollel. One day the wife really insisted but the rabbi wouldn’t listen and ran to the Kollel where he told his rabbi how inconsiderate his wife was of his learning, that she wanted him to come late. The next morning at 9 a.m., the rabbi responded to the knock at his door and was amazed his Rebbe was there. He asked his Rebbe why he was here, to which the Rebbe answered, “I’ve come to take out the garbage.”

That we have to be considerate of and communicative with our spouse to also Dovok - cling - to G‑d, reminds me of the story of a woman who comes to a lawyer to get a divorce. The lawyer asked her if she had any grounds. She said, “One and a quarter acres.” He then asked if she had a grudge. “No only a carport.” To the question does your husband beat you up, “No, I always get up half an hour earlier.” The lawyer then asked, “Why do you want a divorce?” The woman said, “Because we can’t communicate.” G‑d tells us the best way ‑ not the only way, but the best way ‑ to communicate is on all levels because that is what love means.

